Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.132; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.6.
In the title compound, C 10 H 12 O 5 , the dihedral angle between the benzene ring is almost coplanar with the attached C(O)-O-C group [dihedral angle = 0.32 (15) ]. In the crystal, two intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds make R 4 4 (26) ring mofits.
Related literature
For the properties of isopropyl gallate, see : Calheiros et al. (2008) ; Morais et al. (2010) . For the synthesis method, see: Christiansen (1926) ; Li et al. (2001) . For the hydrogen-bonding pattern, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
Pharmacological studies indicate the title compound, (I), has antioxidant, anti-apoptotic and anti-platelet activities suggesting it could be a new drug with therapeutic effects on cardiovascular or cerebrovascular diseases. (Calheiros et al., 2008; Morais et al., 2010) .
The structure of the title compound, (I), is shown in Fig. 1 . In the crystal, two intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds make R 4 4 (26) ring mofits (Bernstein et al., 1995) which links the molecules into one-dimensional chains along [001] (Fig.   2 ).
Experimental
0.01M p-toluenesulfonic acid in 2-propanol was added to a solution of 0.1M gallic acid in 500 ml of 2-propanol at room temperature. After being stirred and refluxed for 16 h, the solvent was removed under reduced pressure and the residue was extracted three times with ethyl acetate and filtered. The filtrate was washed successively with dilute saturated aqueous NaHCO 3 solution, saturated aqueous NaCl solution, dried over MgSO 4 and was evaporated to dryness. The crude product was purified by chromatography (SiO 2 ; elution with petroleum ether and ethyl acetate, 5:1 v/v). Yield 36%. (Christiansen, 1926; Li et al., 2001 ).
X-ray quality crystals were obtained from a solution of the title compound in acetone and toluene at room temperature.
Spectroscopic analysis: IR (KBr, cm -1 ): 3499, 2971, 2922, 2957, 1677, 1609, 1671, 1613, 1541, 1449, 1327, 1252, 1165, 1111, 1026, 979 
Computing details
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2009);  program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication:
SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 The molecular structure of (I) with the atom numbering scheme, showing displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level.
Figure 2
The packing of (I) viewed down the a axis with O-H···O hydrogen bonds shown as dashed lines. 
